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l Gordon Campbell has 
2010 Olympics extolled the relay as “an 
Hoopla iyw i by Allan Antliff & Kim Croswell incredible opportunity 


aware that the torch 
relay is scheduled 

to commence in 
Victoria on October 
30", the day before 
Halloween. Victoria’s 
Torch Welcoming 
Committee will be 
on hand, and we’re 
hoping you'll be 
there too to give the 
torch the ‘send off’ it 
deserves. 


to showcase the unique 
character of our nation 
and our communities.” ” 


artwork by Angela Sterritt 


Unique indeed. The 
systemic deprivation 

of Indigenous peoples 
and the fact that 

“B.C.” itself is one 

| big colonial land grab 
certainly speaks to the 
outstanding “character” 
of racism in this region. 
So does the symbolic 
inclusion of reserves in 
the torch route, as if the 
provincial and federal 
government’s neglect of 
basic living standards 
in these communities 1s 
something to be proud 
Of> 


On that score, the 
hollowness of 
Campbell’s bombast 
mirrors “bottom-line” 
financial priorities. The 
Canadian government 

| has assumed over 
2/3rds of Olympics 
security costs to ensure 
a successful media 
extravaganza—so far 
that’s $647.5 million 
and counting.* Compare 
that with the Fed’s “On- 
Reserve 


If you had a chance 
to attend No2010 
Victoria’s Teach- 

In last March, you 
would have heard 
about the Olympics’ 
forthcoming 
‘legacy’ to Victoria: 
displacement of 

the homeless; 

cuts in health 

and government 
programs; increased 
sex trafficking; and 
an expanded policing 
and surveillance 
apparatus. 


In all, Olympics 
organizers have 
drummed up 3,500 
B.C. residents to carry A" 
the torch through 266 
locales, including 

50 “First Nations 
Communities” 





continued on page 3 .... 



















“BUILDING BRIDGES IN THE COMMUNITY’ 


Coordinator: Janine Bandcroft 


Deliveries: Nancy Raycroft 
Advisory Committee: Brian Mason, 
Colin Dower, C'Daoim, Lisa Helps, 
Chris Cook, James Rowe, 

Kim Fagerlund. 


Founded in 2004, 
Victoria Street Newz welcomes 
= written submissions including 
| personal stories, interviews, 
event reviews, cartoons, poetry, 
| photographs, or artwork, but we 
can't guarantee everything will 
be published. We reserve the 
| right to edit, and will not print 
anything libelous, racist, sexist, 
or homophobic. Letters sent to 
the editor are assumed to be for 
publication, must include phone 
number or email (if possible, for 
— confirmation) and may be edited 
for length. You can publish using a 
pseudonym, or anonymously. 


= Weare devoted to a triple bottom 
line philosophy - concerned about 
our environmental and social, as 
well as financial, well-being. 


You can contribute to social change 
by supporting the Victoria Street 
Newz team, by pondering the root 
causes of poverty, and by working 
for peaceful, non-violent change. 


Opinions expressed in this 
newzpaper are not necessarily 
those of Victoria Street Newz, the 
editors, advertisers, contributors, 
readers, or publishers. Please don't 
reprint without author's permission, 
and please credit the source. 











Victoria Street Newz is printed on 100% 
pc recycled paper with vegetable ink, at 
Horizon Publications - 
www.horizonpublications.ca, 
604-254-8840. 


Victoria Street Newz 
is a member of the 
North American 
Street Newspaper 
Association 
(nasna.org) 
and the 
International 
Network of 
Street Papers 
(street-papers.org.) 














Submissions (due by the 1st 
Friday for the next month’s issue), 
letters, or donations can be 
mailed or delivered to our 
mailbox at: 


1027 Pandora Ave 
Coast Salish Territory 
Victoria, B.C., V8V 3P6 











250-383-5144 ext 0137 
streetnewz@islandnet.com 





_ Street Newz archives, and more 
information about us, can be 
found at 


relativenewzZ.ca 


Seis CS a iS Bos = 


STREET 


KIAAKANK 


NOM 



























































































































































Distribution Coordinator: John Chomyn 
| to offer up space for a 


philosophy that is so 






















































| JUST ANOTHER RANT 


1 4th Annual Anarchist 
1 Book Fair and Festival of 


| visit to that unique 


| that evokes a knee-jerk 
' emotional reaction. 


| enslave and murder the indigenous peoples, knock over their 














Welcome to the second annual 
Anarchist edition of Street 
Newz! We’re delighted, again, 


often misinterpreted 

and misunderstood, and 
extend an invitation to all 
to participate in Victoria’s | 


Anarchy. 


If ‘the media’ is our 

after school educational 
system, it has done a 
terrific job of teaching us 
how to respond when we 
hear certain words. I’ve 
recently emerged from 10 
days in Cuba, my second 


island nation. ‘Cuba’ is 
a word, like ‘Anarchy, 


| To put it simply, Anarchy is ‘Do It Yourself.’ And Cuba is a 


‘People’s Revolution’ - a big DIY project in the making. 


l 
| Interestingly, about 50% of the tourists who visit the resort 
| beaches of Varadero are Canadian. They may not see the 


‘real’ Cuba, but they are supporting an economy that places a 
high priority on health care (including dental) and education, 
housing and food. And there’s a chance that the latent socialist 


| in them (remembering the former NDP, the CCF, and the 


creation of health care and social security from the 60s) will be 
awakened and nurtured, as the latent socialist is awakened in 
me each time I visit Cuba. 


Another knee-jerk word - Socialist. Why? Because bad things 
have been done in its name. 


I resist labels, but mostly I’m an anarchist. I’m also a 


| mercantilist, happy to trade or barter goods and services 
| rather than being controlled absolutely by a central authority. 


Corporations and their capitalist politics also freak me out. 


| Canadian governments, at all levels, were built on a foundation 
| of theft and murder. Now and then folks like Tommy 

| Douglas have tried to make real changes from within that 

| messy structure, but mostly it was created to entitle corporate 


colonialists (like the Hudson’s Bay Company) to intentionally 


homes, steal their land, and transform/erase their culture. I 
cannot endorse governments that perpetuate this philosophy, 
appeasing native populations with trinkets while destroying 


| their (and our) wild cultural heritage. 


But when I visit Cuba, I see that government doesn’t have 


to be cruel and evil, greedy and self-serving. There is no 


| homelessness in Cuba. There are no children starving. 


I won’t say Cuba is perfect. For example, they’re experiencing 


| a housing crisis. But their crisis isn’t the consequence of an 


uncaring government. In addition to the 48 year old economic 
blockade, Cuba experiences tropical storms. In 2008, three 
hurricanes took half a million Cuban homes .... and less than 
10 people. Haiti, a capitalist neighbour, lost 800 people. Cuba 
protects its people above all else. Haiti maintains a form of 
slavery, with the lowest wage-labour in the region. Cuba is 
quasi socialist (the youth we spoke with say it’s a combination 
of Marxism, Socialism, and Fidelism). Haiti is decidedly 


| capitalist (the Canadian t-shirt corporation Gildan inspired our 


federal government to remove their democratically elected 
leader, Jean Bertrand Aristide, in Canada’s first covertly 
imperialist act. Gildan’s also in Honduras.) 


If we are to have centralized government, it should serve 


the people rather than the corporate control freaks. Maybe 
there’s a way to combine the local, de-centralized philosophy 


of anarchy with the people-centred approach of Cubaism 


- redistributing wealth and services from those who have 


| to those who need, managing and regulating rather than 
| controlling and profiting from the wild and natural resources. 


| In July I witnessed the graduation ceremony of the Escuela 

_ Latinoamericana de Medicina (Latin American School of 

| Medicine). Established in 1999 by Fidel and the Cuban 

_ Government, it provides free education, room and board, and 
| a small stipend to 3500 international students each year. This 


year, 17 new doctors will return to the United States to serve 


| their poor, uninsured neighbours in the inner cities. 


Is this why the Media Educators call Fidel ‘Dictator,’ and list 
Cuba as a ‘Terrorist’ Nation? 


| Cuba’s foreign policy is about exporting doctors. Their 


domestic policy is about protecting and advancing their 


| Peoples’ Revolution. For 48 years the Cuba-as-Dictatorship 
| myth has justified a commercial, economic, and financial 
| embargo imposed by the USA with international repercussions. 
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cubajourney.blogspot.com 


The so-called “Cuban 
Democracy Act” says any 
ship that docks in a Cuban P 
harbour is 
denied entry 
into the USA 
for 180 days. 


This year I learned more 
about some more remarkable 
achievements Cuba has 
accomplished despite efforts 
Starve them into submission 
these 48 years: 





- Cuban scientists have 
developed a cure for meningitis. 
They can also cure cretinism, 
and other debilitating forms of 
mental illness, if they diagnose 
it early in babies. There’s 
virtually no Hep B in Cuba, and 
very low HIV/Aids. 


- After the 1986 Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster, Cuba set aside 
the beautiful beach area of 
Tarara (near Havana) to house 
and heal its victims - over 18,000 to date. 


- Cuban agriculture is organic, and localized. Urban gardens 
are everywhere, there’s no need to transport food long 
distances. Scientists working on biotechnology and genetic 
engineering, distanced from any profit motive, have extensive 
dialogues with each other and the community about the ethics 
of their work, the precautionary principle, the long-term 
implications of GE crops. There is no Monsanto in Cuba. 


- All Cubans receive monthly ration cards they can exchange 
for essential food items; children and elders receive extra 
rations of milk. If people choose to work outside their homes, 
they earn a salary from the government. Farmers are held in 
high esteem, and are the highest paid. 


- Cuban children (and youth, and adults) are encouraged to 
dream. If a child shows an affinity for something, dance or 
music for example, they are offered opportunities to pursue 
their natural talents. 


- Pregnant women are offered an opportunity to spend the 
last months of their pregnancy among other pregnant women, 
in a home where they’re cared for, their needs taken care of. 
Someone is sent to their home to look after any other children 
or a husband if necessary. 


- Cubans have created a dual economy. Tourists buy 
Convertible Pesos (CUCs, pronounced “kooks’’). The CUC is 
worth about 25 Cuban pesos. When I was there the Canadian 
dollar was worth more than the US greenback (possibly 
because of the 10% surcharge to convert US dollars; one small 
way Cubans have responded to the embargo.) 


- The Cuban government is a Republic, its constitution last 
amended in 2002. Many elected representatives work within 
the CDRs (Committees for the Defense of the Revolution), 
which exist in every neighbourhood. There is no ‘campaign,’ 
candidates are given equal amounts of money and resources 
to make posters showing their qualifications. Because of 
their work with the CDRs, they’re known in the community. 
Voting day is always a Sunday so everyone can participate. 
Children monitor the ballot boxes, and the elected officials join 
representatives from youth groups and unions to elect officials 
at the higher levels of government. This is how Raul Castro 
(who, incidentally, was one of the combatants in the Cuban 
Revolution, alongside Che Guevara and his brother Fidel) was 
democratically elected. 


Cuban society is not without its problems, and it’s these 

the corporate media are quick to promote - usually 
disproportionately and out of context. (If only they were so 
willing to analyze the flaws of the capitalist system!) It’s 

true that Cuba is experiencing a housing crisis. Unlike the 
capitalist housing crises however, Cuba’s housing problems 
are not the consequence of greed and corruption. It’s true that 
some of the best building materials and food are distributed 

to Cuban hotel resorts, but the tourists who visit Cuba are not 
supporting Marriott or Hilton .... they’re directly financing 
Cuba’s health and educational system, which includes the 
export of all those doctors. Cuba graciously welcomes visitors 
from around the world (even United Statesians, who are 
denied travel to Cuba by their own government) to see what all 
the fuss in about. 


So the next time your knee jerks when you hear emotionally 
charged words, consider the teachings of Cuba’s youth, born 
during the ‘special period.’ Our revolution isn’t perfect, these 
youth told us, but neither is it stagnant. We know what it was 
like before the revolution, when capitalistas kept the people 
illiterate, hungry, and enslaved. Our revolution is a work in 
progress, constantly in need of scrutiny. We remain true to its 
core values and we work, with love, every day, to improve it. 
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Infrastructure Investments” for 2009-2011. The budget allocates $260 million 
for 2009-2010 and $255 million for 2010-2011 towards “critical community 
services,” “school construction” and “water and wastewater projects.’ That’s 
a grand total of $515 million--over a million and a half less than the budget for 
Olympic security alone. 


Policing costs aside, who is paying for the Fake-Populist, Hyper-Security 
torch relay? The 2010 Olympics website provides a terse one-liner: “The 2010 
Olympic Torch Relay is self-funded and revenue comes from sponsorships and 
contributions.’’° A quick perusal of the corporate branding campaign reveals 
Coca-Cola and the Royal Bank of Canada are the ones underwriting the event 
for promotional purposes. As for “contributors,” look no further than your 

tax return. Why so expensive? Billed as “the longest domestic Olympic torch 
relay route in Games history” (40,000 kilometres)’ tax-payers, Coca-Cola and 
RBC are ‘carrying the flame in a plane’ to the tip of Elsmere Island in a bid to 
symbolically assert Canadian sovereignty over the farthest northern reaches 

. . which isn’t much different from parading it through unceded Indigenous 
territories in B.C.,; it just costs more. 


Back home in Victoria, the torch relay is being coordinated by the Greater 
Victoria Spirit Committee, which is co-chaired by former Mayor Alan Lowe and 
Hugh MacDonald, executive director of SportHost Victoria. Details pertaining 
to community celebrations have been delegated to a “Olympic Torch Relay 
Task Force.” There are hints at economic downturns, recessions and the like. 
Originally, $1,433,500 was budgeted for the celebration, but by Oct. 8, 2008 

the Spirit Committee had scaled the figure down to $765,000.° As of March 
2009, the torch relay budget was further reduced to $527,000, with $276,000 
dedicated to the “Torch Relay Arrival Ceremony” on October 30th.’ 


On the other hand, in the midst of the world-wide recession, the Federal 
government has ear-marked $24.5 million towards torch relay events alone, 
half of which goes towards “Celebration Communities.” The other $12 million 
plus will be spent on organizing the relay, including the “Arrival Ceremony” 

in Victoria." Not to be outdone, the BC government is also pitching in. After 
cutting provincial Arts Council Grants by 40% ($7.6 million)" last February, 
Tourism, Culture and the Arts Minister Kevin Krueger dedicated “$3.5 

million to help enhance local community celebrations across B.C. for the 

2010 Olympic Torch Relay.”'* Who knows how much of these federal and 
provincial monies— your money, actually — will be spent on the Victoria 
ceremony. We do know that the Greater Victoria Spirit Committee requested 
and received a $150,000 grant from the City of Victoria, plus city services 
during the event." Surrounding cities, including Oak Bay, North Saanich’ and 
Metchosin"® are also pouring money into the kick-off: Alan Lowe has requested 
$5,000 from each municipality. 


All told, about $350,00 is being spent on a one-day extravaganza'’. So what 
sort of “Arrival Ceremony Celebrations” can we expect for that sum? A fire 
blessing ceremony conducted by an Indigenous elder with accompanying 
dances and drumming is most definitely in the works. A parade of Canadian 
“heroes,” sports and otherwise, is also scheduled. All these ceremonial 
dignitaries will be surrounded by Official Games Mascots. Insignia, Corporate 
Sponsor Logos, Olympics Colours, and so on. Lowe, in a letter requesting 
financial support from the District of Metchosin, lists off music, dancing, and a 
large-scale finale with fireworks, crowing “The regional economic spin-off for 
our local suppliers, media, tourism, retail and arts sector is expected to be in the 
millions.’’"® 


So what if artists and cultural workers presently suffering under the Liberal’s 


40% cut to arts and culture boycotted the ceremony? Or better yet, how about 
joining the Victoria Torch Welcoming Committee, and infusing this event with a 
little artistic mayhem? If you are interested send an email to no2010victoria@ 
gmail.com. 


Let the Games Begin! 
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grow? (England ) 


watch them die. 


Railroad tracks? (Sweden) 


(England ) 


Q: | have never seen it warm on Canadian TV, so how do the plants 


A. We import all plants fully grown and then just sit around and 


A: Sure, it’s only Four thousand miles, take lots of water. 


Q: Are there any ATM's (cash machines) in Canada ? Can you send 
me a list of them in Toronto, Vancouver, Edmonton and Halifax ? 


WELCOME TO CANADA 


(These questions are rumoured to have appeared on an International Tourism Website.) 


Q: Can you send me the Vienna Boys’ Choir schedule? (USA) 

A: Aus-t ri-a is that quaint little country bordering Ger-man-y, which 
is...oh forget it. Sure, the Vienna Boys Choir plays every Tuesday 
night in Vancouver and in Calgary , straight after the hippo races. 
Come naked. 


Q: Will | be able to see Polar Bears in the street? (USA) 
A: Depends on how much you've been drinking. 


Q: Do you have perfume in Canada? (Germany) 
A: No, WE don't stink. 


Q: | want to walk from Vancouver to Toronto - can | follow the 


Q: | have developed a new product that is the fountain of youth. 
Where can | sell it in Canada? (USA) 
A: Anywhere significant numbers of Americans gather. 


Q: Is it safe to run around in the bushes in Canada? (Sweden) 
A: So it’s true what they say about Swedes. 


Q: Can you tell me the regions in British Columbia where the female 
population is smaller than the male population? (Italy) 
A: Yes, gay nightclubs. 


Q: Do you celebrate Thanksgiving in Canada? (USA) 





A: No, but you'd better bring a few extra furs for trading purposes. 


Q: Can you give me some information about hippo racing in Canada? 
(USA) 

A: A-fri-ca is the big triangle shaped continent south of Europe Ca- 

na-da is that big country to your North...oh forget it. Sure, the hippo 
racing is every Tuesday night in Calgary Come naked. 


Q: Which direction is North in Canada? (USA) 
A: Face south and then turn 180 degrees Contact us when you get 
here and we'll send the rest of the directions. 


Q: Can | bring cutlery into Canada? (England) 
A: Why? Just use your fingers like we do. 


A: Only at Thanksgiving. 


Q: Are there supermarkets in Toronto and is milk available all year 
round? (Germany) 

A: No, we are a peaceful civilization of Vegan hunter/gathers. Milk is 
illegal. 


Q: | have a question about a famous animal in Canada , but | forget its 
name. It’s a kind of big horse with horns. (USA) 

A: It’s called a Moose. They are tall and very violent, eating the brains 
of anyone walking close to them. You can scare them off by spraying 
yourself with human urine before you go out walking. 


Q: Will | be able to speak English most places | go? (USA) 
A: Yes, but you will have to learn it first. 
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A Utopian Proposal 


When I read Brian’s article in the July Street Newz it spurred me to write this 
response. It is possible that many readers took up his invitation. 


Justice through struggle, 
Chuck 


After having read the final sentence of the excellent piece by Brian Mason 
entitled: “The Genes Are Too Tight” in which he invited possible answers to 
the question of how humans are to be governed well, I decided to accept the 
invitation. I begin my response by stating that I offer no answers but rather 
a loose collection of tentative suggestions which may or may not stimulate 
further discussion. 


I would like my proposals to be taken as general relative preferences not 
specific absolute prescriptions. Also I suspect that while any one’s idea of 
utopia is approachable, it is not attainable. Furthermore, I think that though our 
genetic heritage may be limiting it is not determinant. Among all the species on 
earth we are uniquely blessed with a big brain and a neocortex both of which 
insure that we can nurture unnatural behavior. 


Since every collectivity is composed of individuals I will suggest only 
individual behavior as the basis for good governance. I see the individual 
living in a city state within a world federation of such smallish metropoli. 

For a weak analogue in present time think of city states the size of regional 
districts. With respect to the federation imagine an evolved form like the Swiss 
federation. Each city state would be run as small scale participatory democracy. 
The positions of power would be filled by short term (5 years?) non repetitive 
elected members of the populace. There would be few standing governing 
groups with most governance ad hoc. 


I would prefer within this governance structure maximum freedom for 
individuals and minimum freedom for organized groups. Likewise I propose 
maximum tolerance for human expression and minimum tolerance for attempts 
by one individual to control the behavior of another. Ad hoc negotiations would 
be preferred to conclusive judgments. 


I would imagine the individual would think locally and act locally day to 

day. One would imagine a desirable future for oneself and one’s progeny and 
behave in accordance. We have no business attempting to force change upon 
others. If we are to teach change at all, it must be by example not precept. Such 
a utopia will be strengthened by diversity and indeed I am intending this as a 
utopian proposal. 


For anyone wishing to place a bit of meat on these bare bones I suggest the 
following works. 


The Dragons of Eden by Carl Sagan 
Not In Our Genes by Rose, Kamin & Lewontin 


Small is Beautiful by E. F. Schumacher 


chemtrails 
over 
Victoria 


photo from 
Andy Sinats 





We Don’t Need No Education Fees 


There are serious implications for Public School Boards of Education by two 
relatively recent decisions made by the BC Supreme Court concerning the 
matter of school fees. 


Without equivocation, and without exceptions, the BC School Act has 
established the following two principles, by Statute, in Section 82 of the School 
Act, as follows: 


1. The education program leading to graduation for all school-age 
students must be provided Free of Charge, 

2. The necessary learning resource materials, such as pencils, paper, 
textbooks and related supplies and services leading to graduation, must 
also be provided Free of Charge. 


The school authorities have no legal power or right to deny a school-age 
student a full program, leading to graduation, because the student has not 
paid a fee or charge of any kind. Exceptions to this Law are not permitted 
by the School Act. 


Also, if a student is academically qualified to take a course or program, 
the student cannot be denied access to the course or program because a 
fee has not been paid. Exceptions to this Law are not permitted by the 

School Act. 


SIGNED, 
John Young, Trustee, Victoria Board of Education # 61 
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Why resist the Real Solutions? 


Just saw the “Tent City News” article in the July issue of Victoria Street 
Newz. Sorry I missed your survey. As one homeless and ex-tent city resident 
would have liked to contribute two pennies. Obviously I am all for tent city 
shanty towns (without all these help-the-poor organizations and the welfare 
office). The people who caused problems in Toronto tent city were the poster- 
children of tdrc, the local poverty industry purveyors. 


Aside from surveys, censi-censuses, 1000 million dollars have been spent on 
homelessness during my 8-9 years of homelessness --without producing even 
one dwelling unit--, and it was money well spent because today (July 24, 2009) 
there are more homeless people than on March 1, 2001. 


Any hope that surveyors and activists ever arrive at the obvious-logical sensible 
conclusion that the solution to the problem is making land available for 
settlement ? 


There are a little less than 8 million acres on Vancouver Island, and there are 
little less than 800,000 residents on the island; yet there is homelessness and 
very high housing cost. Rich people buy land for $4,000 an acre, but poor 
people have to buy the land from the rich for $200,000 an acre; tenants pay the 
landlords’ mortgage. 


Of course, a real solution to the problem would kill the real estate market, and 
we can’t have that; wouldn’t be proper to allow all those people in basement 
and garage suites to purchase for themselves land and build their own housing, 
that wouldn’t be good for the economy (of landlords); and what would all those 
people in the poverty industry do ? look for a real job ? 


My house in Tent City Toronto, 2002:--www.yamaguchy.netfirms.com/tentcity/ 
tent_city.html (the house in the picture cost a LOT less than what the city of 
Toronto spends a month on a bed in a homeless-shelter) 





Another Reason to Boycott Olympics 


If you support the 2010 Winter Olympics in BC, you are effectively supporting 
male chauvinism. VANOC has decided to prevent female participation in the 
ski-jumping competition. The Supreme Court supported VANOC’s decision 
not to include females as it may very well be their right to decide what events to 
include in their agenda. 


Very well then it is also the right of every citizen to boycott the Olympics...Please 
do! 


Regards, 


Sue Hiscocks - Victoria 
Jim Wight - Saanich 


‘September 4- 


www.victoriaanarchistbookfair.ca 


13: Art, Music, Films, Mayhem 
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Before I committed to the above tattoo, a family member made me read a 


passage from a former text of hers on anarchy. Since I firmly believe in rules, 


perhaps I’m not a true anarchist. I’ve always seen myself more as a socialist, 
a socialist who believes in the anarchy of cycling. 


Cyclists, though not a homogeneous group, share a common goal. From the 
spandex crowd with their smooth, skinny tires to the ‘cowboys’ riding their 
rugged steeds down rocky mountainsides, they all want to live so that they 


may continue riding. They share another commonality too. Whether they like 


to compete or exercise for free; make a political anti-car statement or lessen 
their carbon footprint; save a load of money or simply enjoy the breezes that 
cycling provides, I dare say that most cyclists are ardent rule-breakers. 


The problem is that our roads are geared towards accommodating drivers 
and pedestrians, not cyclists. Most of the time I feel like a pedestrian with a 
mobility aid, but sometimes I feel like a non-motorized vehicle. The point is, 
bikes ride in a grey area. We are not vehicular traffic, nor are we pedestrians. 
The rules governing these two groups don’t quite fit us. As a result many 
cyclists have learned to adapt by ‘modifying’ (okay, breaking) the rules in 
order to travel more efficiently and safely. 


With over 35 years and well over 100,000 accident-free miles to my credit, 
only once has a fellow cyclist caused me concern compared with thousands 
of drivers who have. Clearly, we cyclists are all on the same page. However 
we ‘bend’ the rules, we bend in unison as we all maneuver in, around, 
through and past each other without incident. Cars and people can’t seem to 
do that. 


You just don’t hear about two cyclists smashing into each other. Cyclists get 
hurt by coming into contact with poorly driven cars or sloppy j-walkers. Cars 
and people are the problem for cyclists, not other cyclists. We all seem to 


understand the physics of cycling, and the laws of gravity and inertia. We also 


share a desire not to get banged up or scratch our bikes! 


Is this political? Is this anarchy? Likely not, but simply riding a bike can 
be a political statement: “I care about our over-dependency on fossil fuels 
and want to be part of the solution rather than part of the problem.” That’s 
political, but not all cyclists are environmentalists. 


Some folks ride a bike because it’s cheaper and often faster than taking the 
bus. And compared to driving, bike riding is practically free. Economics 
certainly plays a role with some cyclists and that’s political. The rich 
capitalists may own bikes, but I doubt you could call many of them cyclists. 
Capitalism has taught generations that a car is an essential status symbol that 
allows others to make judgements on your social position. That’s certainly 
political. 


As for anarchy, my understanding is that it’s the belief that all forms of 
government are incompatible with individual and social liberties and that a 


mutually beneficial, co-operative system would be a better form of order than 


the coercive power of the state which we are all too familiar with. 


Cyclists should be the primary consultants regarding cycling rules on the 
road. Only a seasoned, skilled cyclist knows when it’s safer to, for example, 
yield at stop signs rather than actually stopping, or move onto the sidewalk, 
or ride between lanes of idling traffic to safely position themselves for a 
left hand turn. Remaining behind the poison-spewing tailpipe of a car is 
dangerous and ridiculous. Of course it makes more sense to get in front of 
stopped traffic so as to be seen, rather than remain in somebody’s blind spot 
sucking back a lung-load of death. 


And what about the Johnson Street bridge? A potential nightmare if you 
actually obeyed the rules. Far safer for everyone to keep to the right of the 
pedestrian/rail side and don’t dismount. Dismounting creates more obstacles 
lasting longer. The fact is, cyclists take up less room and have more control 
over their bikes if they stay on them. Plus, they pass through this potentially 
dangerous stretch quicker. 


That sign at the south end of Harbour Rd. just before the tracks at the west 
side of the bridge that tells cyclists to “Dismount to cross tracks” is absurd! 
Can you imagine if cyclists actually obeyed that sign and dismounted there? 
I can’t think of a more dangerous place to stop and get off your bike! After 
nearly 20 years of riding across that infamous bridge to get onto the Goose, 
I can tell you that only about 1% of cyclists obey the posted signs. Thank 
goodness the other 99% know better and keep things moving along safely. 


I will continue to ride defensively since there seems to be no plan to teach 
drivers about their legal obligation to share the road with us. Until we 
actually get cyclists in control of road design and ideally, our own roads and 


pathways, I will continue to bend the rules to make my travels safer and more 


efficient. If that makes me a cycling anarchist, so be it. I’ve already branded 
myself as such. And I guess that too is political. 


LOCAL ANARCHIST NEWZ 
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4th Annual: September 12 & 13, 2009 


Cool Aid Society Downtown 
Community Activity Centre 
755 Pandora, Songhees Territory 


Doors @ 11 am 


AK Press, Anarchist Black Cross, Black Cat Press, Black Raven Records, Bo Filter, 
BH Press, Camas Books & Infoshop, empowerment infoshop, Fernwood Books, 
Forest Action Network, Greg Wilcox, Institute for Anarchist Studies, IWW, 
jody franklin, Krauter Baser, Nancy the Blacksmith, National Microphone 
Association, No2010 Victoria, No One’s Ark, Olympics Resistance Network, 
PM Press, Red Lion Press, Sam Bradd Designs, Spartacus Books, subMedia, 
Thoughtcrime Ink, Taiga Distro, Upping the Anti, Vancouver Island Public Interest 
Research Group (VIPIRG), Victoria Anarchist Reading Circle, Victoria Collective 
for a Participatory Society, Victoria Street Newz, Warrior Publications 


Watch for the Festival of Anarchy! 
September 4 - 13, 2009 
www. victoriaanarchistbookfair.ca 


Time for a Change - 
Participatory Society 


by Matt Grinder 


I recently watched a drama about the Squamish five, set in 1982. I was struck by a 
few things, including how little things have changed in the life of a radical. When 
I was in university learning about things like anarchism, the horrors of capitalism, 
etc. in the mid 1990s, I wondered about what was the best way to do activism, the 
efficiency of protesting, about how to tell the rest of the world about the horrors 
we in the west were perpetrating, about why capitalism is a terrible system, and 

so on. Flash back to 1982, and people were wondering the same things. Other 
articles I come across from student newspapers in the 1970s and 60s seem to be 
exploring the same issues. 


One thing that has changed is the lack of an alternative. Myself, and everyone else 
throughout the years I mentioned never had much of an idea what they wanted 

to replace the current system with. This limits what you can do in many ways. 
Many people might agree that capitalism and the rest of our system is horrific, but 
without an alternative, they will not commit time and energy to overthrowing it. 


What is the point? In the early 1990s Robin Hahnel and Michael Albert published 
their vision of Participatory Economics (parecon), a serious alternative economic 
system that is very different from capitalism or communism. It includes balanced 
job complexes (where rote and empowering work is shared by everyone) 
remuneration for effort and sacrifice, and allocation via a participatory planning 
procedure - a democratic way to decide what to produce and how much. 


In 2003, a participatory political system - Parpolity - was developed by Stephen 
Shalom to complement parecon. Recently there have been some effort to 
understand how different cultures (Justin Podur) and genders (Cynthia Peters) 
might live together in a good society. Some activists have taken this vision of how 
a good society might function and called it “Participatory Society” or “Parsoc.” 


If you know about Parsoc and think it’s at least something that should be tried, 
your analysis of what to do as a radical activist changes, at least mine did. The 
big mission for me now is to create debate about what we want, what sort of 
society we should shoot for. 


I and many others think that parsoc is something to shoot for, but most people, 
including “radicals,” have never heard about it. So the first priority is to 
popularize the idea, talk about it, debate it, see if it’s what we want. So please 
check it out, it’s all over the internet, as a quick search will show. If radical 
activists can agree about the sort of society we want to create, if we have a vision 
of a better society, we are far more powerful. 
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POLICE BRUTALITY IS NOT A GAME 
(or Police Brutality is not a Crime) 


Protesters march on Police games opening at GM Place; 
One indigenous man is arrested, and his Mohawk flag confiscated. 


By Tavis W Dodd 


Several hundred posters depicting a barefooted woman kicking a riot policeman’s 
helmet off were pasted up around Vancouver announcing the anti-police brutality 
rally at the opening ceremonies of the Police Games on July 31st. It was like a 
warm up call for all sides concerned about Vancouver’s impending Olympics and 
the security thereof. 


About 75 people gathered at Centennial Square around a speaker mounted on a 
bicycle cart blasting music. Their banners: A ten by six orange “Police Violence 
is not a Crime,” the big black and red “Anti-Poverty Committee,’ A Polish lady 
waved a Polish flag embroidered with the name DZIEKANSKI. One placard read 
on one side “No 2010 Police State” and on the reverse “Illegal Anti-Olympic 
Sign?” On another sign: “RCMP Policy: Taser first, Cover Up Later.” Half a 
dozen other signs carried the images of people killed at the hands of the police, 
including Robert Dziekanski, Geral Cheney, and Frank Paul, but also Firoz Khan 
who was robbed and assaulted by three officers in a racist incident in January 

of 09, Michael Vann Hubbard, a homeless person shot at the Vancouver Library 
for pulling out an exacto knife, and [an Tomlison who was killed by police at a 
London G20 demonstration in London in April 09. 


The APC’s Anna Hunter addressed the crowd. “This isn’t critical mass, but this 

is the second coolest thing happening tonight.” She mentioned the opening of the 
Police and Firemen’s games as the meeting of 1200 people responsible for people 
“criminalized for being poor, indigenous, young, political.” “But let’s not stand 
around here telling each other what we think about it, let’s go over there and tell 
THEM what we think.” 


The group marched out into a green light down Hastings Street. A previously 
invisible police presence appeared immediately behind them blocking traffic. 

The protesters marched down a block and turned right on Abbott, chanting and 
beating on drums. A vehicle had stopped on the Georgia Viaduct above Abbott and 
unfurled a huge banner reading “Riot 2010,” and another banner that could not be 
read, hanging limply by a robe in the deserted street. A line of thirty vested VPD 
officers met the protest on the sidewalk of GM Place at Abott and Expo, forcing 
the protest out of the public-access square and into the street. Police used vehicles 
to block Abbott and video taped everyone. Access to the tunnel to the bridge was 
blocked for the duration of about thirty minutes of speakers. 








A lady from the student group Stop War spoke against Canada’s police force 
presence abroad such as RCMP training of police forces in Key West, and 
their involvement in Afghanistan, citing a National Post comment that such 
involvement could be viewed as “imperialism.” 


A woman introduced as “Alyson from the Olympics Resistance Network” said 

the Emergency Services Games were to “plot and scheme security action for the 
Olympics.” She suggested new events for the police games such as intimidation or 
by-law interpretation. 





At this point in the protest a young indigenous man was arrested and led away by 
police, his Mohawk flag confiscated and rolled up. I had been watching for some 
time as three officers pushed the man towards the sidewalk at the extreme end of 
the crowd, the man with the flag insisting on a pacing sort of march. They took 
him to a paddy-wagon in the Concord Pacific parking lot to chants from the crowd 
of “Let him go!” Anna Hunter said over the speaker “Are you people f**ing 
watching this?” The crowds of sports fans continued streaming into the gate, but 
several stood watching the protest. 








After the speakers the group followed the bicycle cart down the tunnel where 
they were abandoned by the police escort and left alone in the tunnel. They turned 
around and went back to by met by a fire engine blasting them with its horn and 
forcing them out of the outside lane. As if the fire engine was not enough of a 
demonstration of security integration, private security guards were promptly 
stationed out front of Cosco and Tinseltown, and three skytrain attendants stood 
with two police officers in front of Burrard Station. 


Tavis has been floating back and forth across Canada for 5 years of solidarity with the 
homeless, as both a homeless person and a homeless activist. 


Artwork by Angela Sterritt 
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Last Canada Day, the Victoria Police 
Department (VicPD) did us all a big 
favour. Their tactics on our national day of 
celebration have opened an opportunity for 
us to consider the kind of law enforcement 
we want to have — or subject ourselves to 

— in a free and democratic society. 


Goads and 
Objections 


by Brian Mason 






Most people came downtown on July 1 for the music and fireworks. But it was 
only after they had ended, about 10:45 p.m., that the real sound and light show 
got going. That’s when the police surveillance helicopter — what police refer to 
as a “command and control platform” or a “force multiplier” — which earlier had 
been circling overhead, turned several central neighbourhoods into something 
resembling a police state. 


As the last firework exploded, the helicopter began to swoop repeatedly over 
James Bay, where I live. Its nose was tilted downward at a menacing angle as its 
searchlight continually panned the neighbourhood streets and buildings. As the 
chopper roared towards apartment buildings, bedrooms and living rooms were lit 
up brighter than a movie set — what a police spokesman later explained to me was 
“the price of doing business.” Frightened residents comforted themselves with 
the belief that they were still living in a free and democratic society. At precisely 
midnight, after disturbing James Bay for over an hour, the chopper went away. 
It’s not known if the zoom camera aboard caught any of the action. 


Calls to police headquarters that evening for an explanation revealed confusion 
and uncertainty in the chain of command. The police switchboard operator 
seemed surprised at what I told her was going on. She guessed that perhaps the 
chopper was chasing a suspect (not likely, based on the circling flight pattern over 
several central neighbourhoods). A second call that night to complain confirmed 
the confusion. The watch commander on Canada Day never did return my call. 
Later, another police watch commander protested to me that “It’s not really a 
surveillance ....”, his voice trailing off. Later still, a police spokesman told me 
it’s not about “Big Brother” and categorically stated that, if the searchlight is on, 
“they’re tracking something or looking for someone.” But then he had to admit he 
didn’t know if that was the case on Canada Day. He promised to check it out. 


The routine deployment of a police surveillance helicopter — borrowed from 

and piloted by the RCMP — at large public events in Victoria is not new. That 
use alone is disturbing enough. But using the helicopter and its searchlight 

to generally scan, or even intimidate, entire neighbourhoods is unprecedented 
here. The connection between drunken revelers downtown and the use of such a 
disturbing police tactic over adjacent communities escapes me. 


I half expected a spontaneous mass protest the next day to protect our quickly 
eroding civil liberties and right to privacy, or at least strong condemnation of the 
surveillance tactic by the corporate media. Instead, the Times Colonist reported 
that police chief Jamie Graham declared himself “pleased with the comparatively 
low casualty count” during the festivities. Nary a peep about the tactics of VicPD. 


The police’s only regret seems to be that they don’t have their own surveillance 
machine. After all, it would enable them, in the words of the police spokesman, 
to see “30 times more and 10 times longer” whenever they felt the twitch. VicPD, 
it appears, has blade envy, for its counterparts in Calgary get to buzz around in 
not one, but two, of their own choppers. The VicPD police spokesman wishes 

we would all embrace the practice because, presumably, public support would 
help them at budget wish-list time. To be sure, expensive RoboCop equipment 
accomplishes one thing well: it puts unhelpful barriers and distance between 
police and the public they serve, unlike foot and bike patrols. 


The helicopter, however, was not the only practice off base on July 1. VicPD was 
soundly criticized for using other intrusive tactics by the B.C. Civil Liberties 
Association in separate news releases just prior to Canada Day. In the first, it 
condemned “BC Transit and the Victoria Police Department for implementing 

a policy of unlawful mandatory searches for alcohol during Canada Day 
celebrations.” In another, it announced that VicPD “will be invading your privacy 
with warrantless recordings,’ a reference to the police using “body-worn” video/ 
audio cameras attached to officers’ sunglasses or bicycle helmets. 


When it comes to these kinds of tactics, we are mostly complacent and accepting. 
But, if left unchallenged, the authorities will simply carry on removing our civil 
liberties one by one and invading our privacy by as much as they can get away 
with. That’s the real “force multiplier,” as police extend their authority and 
power into aspects of people’s lives where it doesn’t belong. A passive citizenry 
becomes a willing accomplice in any drift towards authoritarianism. Once gone, 
our freedoms and privacy, earned and evolved through centuries of struggle, will 
not easily be reinstated, if at all. 


At the Victoria/Esquimalt Police Board meeting of July 14 — at least during 

the public portion, where little of importance ever seems to be raised, let alone 
debated — not one word was uttered about police operations on Canada Day. 

That says a lot, because it’s the board’s (and the Office of the Police Complaint 
Commissioner’s) job to hold the police accountable and to do so in as transparent 
a manner as possible. 


More importantly, if the police want to insist on a rigid law-and-order approach 
to dealing with social issues, then they first ought to shine the light of legal and 
public scrutiny on their own questionable practices. 


In the end, if we default to the “experts” to set the boundaries of policing, we will 
continue to see more of the same self-reinforcing thinking which plagues modern- 
day “professional” police forces. They can always be counted on to describe the 
sky as falling and to demand more intrusive resources to prevent it from doing so. 
That will never change. Further, since police culture is insular and secretive by 
nature, and police unions have been allowed to exercise far more influence than is 
healthy, it’s time to even things up. It’s time to scrutinize the police as carefully 
and as thoroughly as they are scrutinizing us. Our police, in the end, are under 
civilian authority and control. Which means we are still the boss. It’s time for a 
performance appraisal. 


Submitted by Brian Mason, still blinking in disbelief in James Bay. 
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An Interview with Juliet Belmas 
by Comrade Black 


Juliet Belmas was arrested in January of 1983 at the age of 19 and 
sentenced to 20 years in prison for her involvement in the militant Guerrilla 
groups Direct Action, and The Wimmin’s Fire Brigade. Direct Action 
claimed responsibility for the bombings against the Cherokee Dunsmire 
Hydro substation on Vancouver Island and Litton Systems in Ontario, high 
tech manufacturers of nuclear cruise missile guidance systems. They were 
also responsible for other smaller actions, including the paint bombing of 
AMEX offices. Before their arrest by police in 1983, Direct Action had plans 
to sink an icebreaker used in preparation for offshore drilling, as well as 

an attack against the Cold Lake military base. The Wimmin’s Fire Brigade 
fire bombed 3 stores that were part of the Red Hot Video pornography chain 
after a long term campaign to stop them from selling films of rape and 
violence against womyn and children by mainstream feminist groups failed. 


Juliet now has a degree from art school and makes independent films, 
concentrating much of her energy on issues faced by womyn in prison. 

I was lucky enough to meet Juliet and hear many of her exciting stories 
recently, and was convinced she had much to say that needed to be heard 
by others. I took this opportunity to ask her about the connections between 
anarchism, feminism, punk rock and militancy. 


CB: So now that you are not blowing things up anymore, what are you 
doing? Are you still a revolutionary? 


JB: I’ve been shooting professionally for the last decade ... as a focus 
puller in the motion picture film industry. After serving a lengthy prison 
sentence, my focus was to re-humanize through art and design and re- 
learn how to smell the roses in life again, when after a year of drawing, 
painting and sculpting, I gravitated to the closest thing I saw to a gun 
and started shooting again... been shooting ever since. 


CB: During the trials a prisoner support group put out some bulletin 
claiming you had “ratted” out the others. Was there any validity to this? 
How did that rumor start? and how did it affect your time in prison and 
relationship to your co-defendants? 


JB: No validity whatsoever to the article “Julie Rats Out” from a 
1980s magazine entitled “Resistance: Documents and Analysis of the 
Illegal Front” -- it’s not surprising that the article was NOT signed. It 
shows lack of professionalism. Journalists ALWAYS sign their articles 
(except in some countries like Colombia or Algeria where their lives 
could be threatened by what they write!). But I can see why the person 
who wrote that article didn’t sign it; it is full of lies and partiality, even 
depicting Brent Taylor like some demi-god and steering the reader 
into concluding that Julie is the Judas who betrayed the group for self- 
interest while the others, the true believers, must now suffer a worse 
fate. Thankfully I wasn’t the lone woman in the group, otherwise the 
optics would be so much worse. History is so unforgiving. 


The “leftist press” singled me out after I plead guilty, even though 
Gerry and the others plead guilty too and then I was labelled a rat after 

I appealed my sentence and expressed remorse for my actions, but 
NEVER EVER did I take states evidence or blame or “rat” on any one 
of them. I took responsibility the best I knew how and quietly did my 
time, serving a 20 year sentence that was eventually reduced to 15, but 
it was so much harder with that “rat” label... surely you can see why I’m 
not on the best terms with the four others! 


Actually, I can’t even say that article is poor journalism. Calling it 
journalism would be an insult to the profession. That’s low-level 
propaganda and misinformation at its worst. They take the fact that I 
pleaded guilty and appealed a 20-year sentence and make it seem that 
because I did that, I automatically “ratted out’... Damn, if you only 
knew how the whole place was wiretapped... like they would learn 
ANYTHING MORE from me or anybody else for that matter. Weird... 
Seems like whoever wrote that article had to find a scapegoat to elevate 
the others. Dunno! 


CB: What does Militancy, and Direct Action mean to you? 


JB: Direct action means DIY to stop the destruction of the environment, 
the nuclear arms build up, the exploitation of women, whereas, 
militancy, for me, was more a desire to be real life bad girl devoted to 
drugs, guns, and f**ing in the streets! 


CB: Is property destruction and sabotage violent? How do YOU define 
violence? 


JB: Simply put, violence is poverty. 


Defining violence as a mere “tool” or as even an “effect” has more to 

do more with the dominant culture of our capitalist society that turns 
violence into a commodity, something that sells movies, sports, products 
and even our sense of security. Hence, violence is not defined by people 
like me who want to claim it for political purposes, but more by the 
mass media of popular culture as violence is marketed to such a wide 
extent that the meaning of it tends to be lost on many. 


CB: Many people in the mainstream, and those who work for the state, 
such as the [cops], often call you a terrorist. Do you feel what you have 
done was terrorism? How do you feel about being called a terrorist? 
And what does that word mean to you? 


JB: I acknowledge every configuration and every possibility for 
revolutionary social change, including acts of non-violent direct action 
and militant illegal political protest. Re-claiming my dangerousness as 
a woman is revolutionary, because people always say to me: “Really? 
Why were you in prison?” and I always say it was for terrorist acts and 
they are always surprised and say, “Ah yeah? And she overcame this?” 
and somehow I see in their eyes that what I had just said to them kinda 
gives them hope. I read it in their faces something like “If a person can 
have a good life after serving six and a half years of prison for worst 
acts than those I have done, I sure can have a good life too.” 


Juliet Belmas will be in attendance during this year’s Anarchist Bookfair, scheduled 
for Saturday & Sunday, September 12 & 13" and at the DIY Fair & Punk Night 
on Friday, September 11". There’s more information on the Workshop schedule at: 
www.victoriaanarchistbookfair.ca. Juliet blogs at fissypit.wordpress.com. 


Once upon a time, 
800 years ago, 

a seed sprouted 
beside a river. The 
tiny seedling grew 
to be the largest 
Spruce in the 
country, a jagged 
gnarly moss-covered monster that blocks out 
the sun. It is covered with burls and shelf 
funguses the size of elephants. Ferns and berry 
bushes sprout from its upper branches. Great 
horned owls land on its crag in the middle of 
the night and coo like doves, and wood ducks 
nest in a hollow in the trunk, fifty feet from 
the ground. 


One day not long ago, a handful of free- 
ranging young people fled the decaying city 
and roamed along the coast, leaving the 
highway and wandering restlessly for hours 
until they came to the Spruce. They gazed in 
awe at the hulking mountain-sized tree and the 
massive broken limbs the size of normal trees 
laying about on the ground. A sign near the 
Spruce warned people not to camp underneath 
its canopy, because falling limbs could crush a 
person like an ant. 


The travellers said: “Here’s where we’ll make 
our camp, close to this giant Spruce but not 
too close, and we’ll invite all our friends and 
all the wild free-ranging people we know to 
share stories and learn from each other and 
play music and have a feast.” And that’s what 
they did. 


A late spring storm pelted the young people 
with rain and wind as they hoisted up tarps 
and built a kitchen. They worked out how to 
boil and filter the river water to make it safe 
for drinking, and placed hand wash stations at 
the kitchen and the latrines so no one would 
get sick. They dragged dead fallen trees from 
the forest and split and chopped firewood and 
set up a dish wash station using water buckets. 
Eventually, the rain stopped and the sun came 
out, and the birds sang and the river splashed 
along, and the Spruce shaded them from the 
sun as they worked to get the camp ready. 


Soon enough, more wild girls and boys came 
from the decaying cities, and the places 
around and between the cities, and from 
far-away countries. They came in ones and 
twos and threes and by the dozen, and each, 
in turn, stood awestruck in the shade of the 
giant Spruce, and goggled at the thousands of 
tadpoles that turned the river pools into black 
ink and the nodding thickets of sweet, fat 
salmonberries everywhere. They laughed out 
loud in delight and agreed they had never seen 
such a beautiful forest. 


The wild boys and girls were joined by 
middle-aged people and elders who were also 
pretty wild, and everyone was so happy to 

be there, they sang and cheered until the wee 
hours of the morning, when the great horned 
owls circled the camp and loudly inquired, 
“Who? Who cooks for you?” 


The next morning, a dozen people surrounded 
the Spruce and festooned it with ropes. 

They gently fastened huge webbing straps 
around a secondary trunk, being careful not 
to dislodge the elephant-sized funguses and 
the mats of moss like haystacks that could 
swallow a person. The experienced climbers 
showed newcomers how to use the ropes 

and harnesses to safely climb up the tree and 
stand on the limbs among the ferns, high up 
in the canopy. Laughter rang out through the 
clearing as the new climbers swung from the 
ropes and waved at the startled birds and their 
friends far below. 


Later, the people gathered in a circle in the 
largest clearing. They sat cross-legged on the 
ground to discuss what it means to be an eco- 
warrior. They made a list of all their heroes 

— people who risked their freedom and their 
safety for a higher cause. They shared reasons 
why these heroes inspired them, and why the 
system calls them criminals and terrorists. 
They considered the harsh penalties that are 
sometimes handed down to eco-warriors, 
and the intense pressure that’s put on them 


In the Shadow of the Spruce 
Report back from Wild Earth 


by Zoe Blunt 


to abandon their principles. They discussed 
what it means to be free-range humans. They 
compared notes about the coming collapse 

of civilization and decided it would be the 
best thing that could happen for almost 
everything alive on the planet. They shared 
their experiences with police and showed 

off their scars. They learned about non- 
violent civil disobedience and played a game 
to practice defending the Spruce against a 
chainsaw-wielding logging crew. It was loud 
and raucous, and it was quiet and thoughtful, 
and through it all the birds sang and trilled and 
the river splashed along and the Spruce cast its 
cool deep shade across the camp. 


That night, some of the wild boys and girls got 
very drunk on homemade hooch and spent the 
whole night screaming “F**k the police!” and 
howling like wild animals. The owls hooted 
back at them indignantly. “Who? Who cooks 
for you-all?” 


The next afternoon, the Forest Service 

Ranger and the Forest Service Supervisor 
came bouncing down the road in a Jeep. An 
anonymous tip had told them there was a rave 
party at the Spruce and they should shut it 
down. But they could see right away that there 
was no rave, and they were won over by the 
happy people and the harmonious scene under 
the Spruce. The rangers smiled and waved as 
they drove back out across the bridge. 


The wild people spent six days and nights 
talking and learning, sharing ideas about 
diversity of tactics and jail solidarity and 
security culture and how to identify edible 
plants. They played Capture the Flag and 
sprawled on the riverbank in the sun and let 
the tadpoles tickle their toes. They ate the 
sweet fat salmonberries until every bush 
within reach was picked clean. They wrestled 
and chased each other around and climbed up 
and down the Spruce like a band of monkeys. 
They lay on the bridge and watched the sun 
go down and the stars come out. Then they lit 
candles and laid split cedar logs on the fire, 
and the camp glowed and flickered with a 
fierce golden light. 


The great horned owls circled the camp and 
landed in the crag of the Spruce and cooed 
like doves, while the Moon rose and peeked 
through the great mossy branches. And the 
people around the fire sang their favourite 
songs and laughed and pledged to defend the 
land, to guard the owls and tadpoles and wood 
ducks, and to protect each other from harm, no 
matter what. 


The Spruce stood over the wild humans as 
they laughed and talked and sang. and a 
shiver passed through its branches, like the 
wind from a coming storm. It swayed slightly 
toward the fire, as if to join the warm embrace 
of the circle of young people, as if pulled by 
the unstoppable power of the future. 


Far away, beyond human hearing, the city 
sputtered and crackled with cars, electricity 
and over-consumption. But here in the 
darkness, the Spruce stood listening, and it 
heard in the people’s voices the life force that 
reclaims everything, the irresistible power 

of nature that overgrows roads and collapses 
buildings, crumbles concrete and asphalt 

and cars, and drives tiny seeds to sprout on 
rocky riverbanks and grow for 800 years until 
they block out the sun. The ancient Spruce 
felt the life spirit — stronger and older than 
any civilization — as wave after wave of 
fierce joy rippled out from the laughter of the 
tiny, fragile humans below. Joined together 
with common purpose and filled with that 
unstoppable life spirit, the Spruce knew the 
wild humans would win. And it was good. 


Zoe Blunt is a journalism school dropout 
living near Victoria. Read more of her 
writings at zoeblunt.gnn.tv. 
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9/11: One of History’s 
Greatest Frauds 


(Third of Four Parts) 
by Gordon Pollard 


With eight years having now passed since the horrific events 

of September 11, 2001, it has become increasingly apparent 

that what seemed at first to be a shocking act of international 
terrorism was actually a monumental fraud perpetrated by high- 
level U.S. officials to provide an excuse for invading Iraq and 
Afghanistan and looting the energy resources of the Middle East 
and Central Asia. 


There are hundreds of examples of things we initially thought we 
“knew” about 9/11 that have turned out to be completely untrue. 
In the July and August editions of Victoria Street Newz we 
looked at ten of these examples. We will now look at five more, 
and we will look at a further five in our October edition. 


e We “knew” American Airlines Flight 77 left Dulles Airport in 
Washington, D.C., at 8:20 a.m. on 9/11, was taken over by Arab 
hijackers, looped out over the U.S. Midwest and then circled back east 
and crashed into the west wing of the Pentagon at 9:37 a.m. 


Actually, however, it is now quite clear that, whatever hit the Pentagon that 
morning, it certainly wasn’t American Airlines Flight 77. That plane, a Boeing 
757, was being tracked on radar and went off the radar screen at 8:56 a.m. while 
over northern Kentucky. According to Federal Aviation Administration records, 
a number of reports were received around 9 a.m. of a large jetliner crashing in 
northern Kentucky. Indeed, the FAA even sent a message to the Presidential 
Emergency Operations Centre in the White House saying a large jetliner had 
reportedly crashed near the Kentucky-Indiana border. 

Flight 77 was never seen again on the radar screen but, we are told, the plane 
magically reappeared far to the east 41 minutes later and smashed into the west 
wing of the Pentagon. The plane was apparently magical in other respects as 
well since it left a hole in the Pentagon wall only 18 feet in diameter. 


e We “knew” critics who questioned the official version of what 
happened at the Pentagon were just ill-informed “cranks.” 


It is now clear, however, these “cranks actually knew what they were talking 
about. There were at least 84 security-surveillance cameras setup in the area 
around the Pentagon on 9/11, including 40 along the rooftop perimeter of the 
Pentagon itself. Why have the tapes from all of these cameras been suppressed? 
If these tapes confirmed the official story, there is no question they would have 
been released for public viewing. 


Indeed, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld inadvertently let the cat out of 
the bag in an interview in October, 2001, when he first referred to a “missile” 
striking the Pentagon before correcting himself and saying he had really meant 
an “airplane.” 

In any case, the Pentagon was protected by a battery of missiles, so any non- 
military plane not having a transponder sending out a “friendly” signal would 
have been automatically shot down. 


e We “knew” the U.S. authorities were shocked to discover on 9/11 that 
some Arab terrorists had been plotting within the U.S. to hijack planes 
and crash them into buildings. 


In fact, however, U.S. authorities at the highest levels, including the White 
House, had been well aware of these plots for many months prior to 9/11. For 
example, David Philip Schippers, former Chief Investigative Counsel for the 
U.S. House Judiciary Committee, says U.S. intelligence agents spoke with him 
months before 9/11 and revealed details of the “impending attacks,” including 
the names of some “hijackers” and the proposed targets of their attacks. 


In the fall of 1999, General Hugh Shelton, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, had even ordered that a special program called “Able Danger” be set up 
specifically to monitor these Arab plotters. As early as January, 2000, “Able 
Danger” agents were closely watching a number of “Arab cells,” including one 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., whose members included alleged 9/11 ring-leader Mohamed 
Atta. These “Able Danger” agents were providing regular reports for the White 
House and other senior government officials. 


Moreover, eleven countries supplied specific detailed intelligence warnings to 
the American government in the months before 9/11. In August, 2001, Israel’s 
Mossad gave the U.S. government a list of 200 “terrorists” said to be planning 
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a major operation. This list even included the names of four of the 9/11 
“hijackers” — yet no action was taken by the U.S. authorities. 


e We “knew” that because the events of 9/11 came as a complete surprise, 
no one could possibly have benefited financially from them. 


Actually, however, fortunes were made on the stock market in the days 
immediately prior to 9/11 by unknown investors who made astoundingly 
accurate predictions that the stock prices of the two airlines (United and 
American) whose planes were hijacked on 9/11 were about to take a huge 
nosedive. In fact, during the week before 9/11 “put” options (investments that 
pay off when a stock drops in price) were 90 times above normal for United 
Airlines and 60 times above normal for American Airlines. On one single day 
— the Thursday before 9/11 — “put” options for United were a mind-boggling 
285 times higher than average. 


Also, on the Chicago Board Options Exchange, there was highly suspicious 
trading before 9/11 on Merrill Lynch and Morgan Stanley, two of the WTC’s 
largest tenants. For example, 12,215 “put” options in Merrill Lynch were 
bought from September 7" to 10", compared to the normal average of about 200 
a day. 

What happened on the stock exchanges in the days leading up to 9/11 was, 

as Dylan Ratigan of “Bloomberg Financial News” noted, either “the most 
extraordinary coincidence in history” or “insider trading of the worst, most 
horrific, most evil kind.” 


e We “knew” President George W. Bush was completely taken aback 
when he learned what was happening on 9/11 while reading to a group 
of children at a school in Sarasota, Florida. 


Actually, however, it is now quite apparent Bush knew in advance what was 
going to happen that day, though he does not seem to have been one of the 
prime instigators of 9/11. The two leading roles in the drama, so to speak, were 
clearly played by Dick Cheney and Karl Rove. 


Indeed, it is now apparent that Cheney was the de facto President of the United 
States and Rove the de facto Vice-President not only on 9/11 but throughout the 
period from 2001 to 2008. Bush’s role was basically that of a public relations 
“front man” for Cheney and Rove. Just as Greyhound famously used the 
slogan: “Leave the driving to us,” Cheney and Rove could have used as their 
slogan: “Leave the thinking to us.” When 9/11 was planned, there can be little 
doubt almost all of the thinking was done by Cheney and Rove — not by Bush. 


Nonetheless, Bush would certainly not have remained in the classroom and 
continued reading to the children had there been even the remotest possibility 
he was in any danger. Nor would he have flown out of Sarasota aboard Air 
Force One without any fighter escort unless he was absolutely certain he faced 
no danger. 

Next month we will look at the real reasons behind the 9/11 “attacks” and at 
how the U.S. authorities desperately tried to cover up the 
truth about what happened that day. 


To be concluded in October’s Street Newz ...... 


Gordon Pollard, who is a native of Victoria, has a MA in History 
from Columbia University in New York City and a BA in History 
and English from the University of Victoria. After working for 10 
years as a journalist in B.C., Alberta, and Ontario, Gordon spent 
20 years teaching English and History in Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka. 





Main Sources for 9/11: One of History’s Greatest Frauds 


“The New Pearl Harbor Revisited: 
9/11 — the Cover-up and the Exposé” 
by David Ray Griffin 


e “The 9/11 Report’ by the National ° 
Commissionon Terrorist Attacks 
Upon the United States (Thomas H. 

Kean, Chair) 

e “The War on Freedom: How and 
Why America was Attacked on 
September 11", 2001” by Nafeez 
Mosaddeq Ahmed 


e “The New Pearl Harbor: Disturbing 
Questions about the Bush 
Administration and 9/11” by David 
Ray Griffin 

e “The War on Truth: 9/11, 
Disinformation and the Anatomy of 
Terrorism” by Nafeex Mossaddeq 
Ahmed 


e “The 9/11 Commission Report: 
Omissions and Distortions” by David 
Ray Griffin 


e “9/11 Synthetic Terror: Made in ° 
U.S.A.” by Webster G. Tarpley 


“Inside Job: Unmasking the 9/11 
Conspiracies” by Jim Marrs 


e “The Terror Timeline: Year by Year, e “Waking Up From Our Nightmare: 
Day by Day, Minute by Minute” by the 9/11/01 Crimes in New York 
Paul Thompson City” by Don Paul and Jim Hoffman 

e “Global Outlook: The Magazine e “Conspiracies, Conspiracy Theories 


of 9/11 Truth”: Issues 1 to 13 (Ian 
Woods, editor), P.O. Box 222, Oro, 
Ontario LOL 2X0 


and the Secrets of 9/11” by Mathias 
Broeckers 


e “Crossing the Rubicon: The Decline 
of the American Empire at the End of 
the Age of Oil” by Michael Ruppert 


e “9/11 Revisited: Scientific and 
Ethical Questions” (DVD) by Steven 
E. Jones 
e “Towers of Deception: The Media 
e “9/11: The Big Lie” by Thierry Cover-up of 9/11” by Barrie Zwicker 
Meyssan 
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Fiction as a Weapon, the Subversive Words of an Anarchist Horror Writer 


An Interview with David Agranoff 


I got a chance recently to interview anarchist author David Agranoff, who spent 

80 days in prison for refusing to be a snitch. I never understood how a horror punk 
writer could end up in jail, so I finally got the chance to ask him what the hell he 
was saying that was so damn dangerous. I never had a chance to meet David ‘cause 
our country would not let him in. This interview was done over the internet. David 
Agranoff is the author of a new collection of Animal rights and ecologically themed 
horror fiction recently released by Afterbirth books. 


CB: So what is horror punk? 


DA: I helped co-edit a collection of short horror fiction with all punk rock 
characters and settings called The Vault of Punk Horror. The problem with the book 
was it was too punk for its own good because we did it DIY and one of our partners 
disappeared after twenty or so copies were printed. It’s too bad it turned out nicely. 


It had an introduction by Dee Snider and stories by members of legendary punk 
bands Sado-nation and Endpoint. Lots of excellent horror fiction authors, really 
shame because it’s almost impossible to track down. 


CB: And what is the relationship between horror punk and anarchism? Or between 
horror punk and punk? 


DA: When I was young I got into horror fiction and movies. A lot of my early 
favorites were The Stand by Stephen King which is quite anti-civilization piece of 
fiction when you get down to it. George A Romero’s zombie movies were also a big 
influence as well, very politically charged films. 


So the first time I heard political punk by way of the Dead Kennedys it all appealed 
to my sense of justice that was formed in part by reading very liberal horror fiction. 
Horror and punk rock are alternative ways of viewing the world and they are great 
ways to express concern for change. Jello Biafra would write a song, and I try to 
think of stories or characters that make a point. Not to say that all of my fiction is 
political, most of it is, but my first novel for example, Kung Fu Vampires, was not 
very political. 


CB: Have you been influenced much by any of the anarcho bands like Crass, Oi 
Polloi, Resist and Exist, MDC or Amebix? 


DA: MDC maybe, but no not really. As a hardcore kid I grew up listening to 
straight edge bands and NYHC like Agnostic Front and the Cro-Mags. I never 
liked the crusty anarcho stuff although I’ve always had lots of crusty punk friends. 
Now there are several anarchist straight edge bands but when I first started getting 
into it the anarcho bands didn’t appeal to me. My influences as far as learning 
about anarchism come from reading Emma Goldman as much as sci-fi writers like 
Leguin. 


Trial, Seven Generations and Anchor from Sweden are great examples of 
progressive super left anarchist vegan straight edge bands. Even Earth Crisis has a 
very anti-civ song on their new album called cities fall. The song is basically about 
how nature will endure long after nations and cities crumble. It’s my favorite song 
they’ve ever written. 


CB: So how the f**k does a fiction writer end up in jail for months, and end up 
denied entry into this fascist state? 


DA: I started writing fiction when I was young, but I was an serious activist first. I 
got involved with Animal Rights in the early 90s and have been active ever since 
with groups such as the ADL, Earth First and several other farmed animal advocacy 
groups. I have been arrested in probably a dozen or more protests civil disobedience 
actions in that time. 


My partner Cari and I came close to moving to Victoria, she was accepted to UVic 
and we lived in Port Angeles for a year. We had an apartment saved and everything 
but when the border guards saw my record they not only didn’t give me a work 
permit but wouldn’t let me shop at Dark Horse Books or eat at Lotus Pond for the 
day. I was bummed. We ended up at our plan B, Portland, and I love it here. 


As for prison, in 2004 I organized a lecture by a radical environmentalist Rod 
Coronado with a some friends. Eventually the government started to subpoena 
people for no other reason than they attended the lecture. I refused to answer 
questions because I believe it was a violation of our 1st amendment right to free 
association and belief. After 80 days I was released without giving testimony. 


CB: So they imprisoned you for not being a f**king snitch? Did you even know Rod 
Coronado before? 


DA: Sure I had seen him speak a few times, traded letters when he was in prison 
and I brought him to speak in San Diego. For those who don’t know Rod was a 
radical environmental activist who has been defending nature for almost his whole 
life, from sinking whaling vessels, to mink releases he was simply speaking, telling 
his life story and motivations. He ended up spending a year in jail for explaining 
how he made an explosive device when asked by someone in the audience. 


CB: How was it being in prison, they have good food there? Come up with any 
good story lines for future books? 


DA: Several of the short stories in my collection Screams from a Dying World were 
written in prison. The food was awful, but I maintained my veganism without a 
problem. I was pretty happy after I was released to eat tofu. Don’t take your Lotus 
Pond for granted, activists! Overall prison was fine, in a strange way a vacation, it 
sucked [sic] being isolated from family and friends, but I read and wrote a lot and it 
could have been worse. 


CB: So you’re also an animal rights activist and vegan? How does this all relate to 
being a fiction writer, and how does it relate to anarchism? 


DA: I was exposed to radical politics through the straight edge hardcore scene and 
through bands like Earth Crisis I became vegan. This taught me to take control of 
what I purchase and the effects of my consumption. I think that veganism relates to 
anarchism because of the basic belief of mutual aid should be extended to all life 
not just human beings. 


It doesn’t always effect my fiction, sometimes my views are represented other times 
the characters however have their own lives in my imagination and they do things 

I find politically unacceptable. My contempt for government and hierarchy comes 
through from time to time. 


CB: And what about sXe (Straight-Edge) does it connect with your anarchist 
politics, your lifestyle, and your writing? 


by Comrade Black 


DA: Our governments and the corporate states they protect would like nothing more 
than to see us drunk, high and addicted to their self destructive products. There is 

a very strong anarchist argument for a 100% drug free lifestyle. I consider straight 
edge to be an important belief system and a promise I made to myself. I made a 
lifetime commitment to it for social political reasons. 


As for my writing sometimes my bias against drugs and alcohol shows up in my 
fiction. My third novel has a very strong sXe message, but cutting the cord of media 
addiction (in the context of the future) I think that is just as important. Don’t get 

me wrong, I use Facebook, watch movies and such but at some point the media 
overload is too much. 


CB: So what is the green scare? 


DA: Corporations and the government here in the US are trying to scare the 
public into thinking the animal rights and environmental movements are filled 
with terrorists. It is not that different from the red scare when the government was 
making communists out to be evil. It is their way of protecting capitalism, because 
they know how effective direct action campaigns such as SHAC have been. 


CB: You mentioned SHAC can you tell us who or what that is and why it is such a 
threat? 


DA: SHAC is an anti-vivisection organization that really pushed the envelope as far 
as organizing. In the US they were so effective the government of the US jailed six 
of them. It’s is a really tragic case and a great example of how far this government 
will go to protect capitalism. Look up the SHAC 7 you’ll be amazed at what you 
find. 


CB: So would you say then that the green scare is really something new? Or is it 
just that radicals have shifted from a red to a more green critique so the witch hunt 
had to shift to the greens also? 


DA: No it was going on during the Clinton years and it will continue under Obama. 
In the 90s we fought grand juries around the country. Every head of the monster is 
going to fight to protect corporations and the U.S. Has been doing this kind of thing 
to its radicals since the 30s. 


CB: I think I have seen you quote writers and bands in your writing, ranging from 
Earth Crisis, to Audre Lorde, seems like a far stretch? 


DA: In Screams from a Dying World I quote different writers and thinkers with 
quotes that relate to our struggle to save the natural world. I have been influenced 
by a wide range of thinkers so it only makes sense that I quote from them all. Just 
because there is mosh beat over it or the words are a part of classic literature it 
doesn’t matter, if the words are wise and important Ill take motivation and will 
share those words with my readers. 


CB: Who/what are some of the biggest influences on you, both creatively and 
politically? 


DA: Fiction wise my favorite writers are John Shirley and Richard Matheson. John 
is known mostly for being the screenwriter of the crow but he has written great left 
wing horror and science fiction novels. His novel Demons is a great environmental 
piece of fiction. Richard Matheson is best known for his work as a twilight zone 
writer and I Am Legend. I also love anarchist Sci-fi writers like Norman Spinrad 
and Ursula Leguin. Victoria peeps interested in those writers should look them up at 
Dark Horse or Russell Books because they are old school but right on. 


Jim Mason and his book Unnatural Order was a big influence on me, also the 
hardline movement and bands like Vegan Reich in the 90s were a big influence. A 
lot of the hardline beliefs such as its pro-life and homophobic views I have long 
since progressed past, but it was important stepping stone for me. It was hardline 
that taught me to question society down to its deepest roots. To question how 
capitalism itself is anti-nature. 


I hope people will check out my book Screams from a Dying World. I think it 
might surprise people. It has regional stories such as the last novella that takes place 
across the water in Port Angeles. 





For more from David check www.davidagranoff.com 
Artwork from Angela Sterritt 
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As the countdown to 
Vancouver’s suspension of 
democracy ticks closer to the 
Big Day the traveling five rings 
circus comes to town, even 
journalists tied to the corporate friends 
of the games are voicing concern. 


It seems the sacrifices liberal 
democracies such as Canada must make 
in return for the somewhat dubious 
honour of hosting the Olympics are 
adding up to a decidedly undemocratic 
few weeks. 


Already, Vancouver’s unhoused are 
being unceremoniously shuffled along 
out of the city, while social activists 
opposed to the illegal behaviour of both 
the city and its various police forces are 
being visited in their homes and when 
they’re out and about by representatives 
of federal and local police. 


None dare call it the birth of the 
Police State 


Meanwhile, the Vancouver Olympics 
Committee (VANOC), already 

used to acting as a power unto 

itself, (undoubtedly buoyed by 

their impunity in the face of the 
burgeoning fiscal fiasco behind the 
coming games) is taking to issuing 
press releases announcing the “legal” 
areas Vancouverites and the expected 
national and transnational objectors to 
the effects the quadrennial show has 
on civil society will be permitted to 
protest. 





A puzzled police spokesperson reacted 
to questions about the questionable 
edict issued by VANOC by saying, 
“Protest is legal anywhere in Canada, 
so I don’t understand what they mean 
by “legal” protest areas. 


Well of course, the permissible 
protest zone is nothing new to anyone 
conscious during the eight year- 

long anti-democratic Bush stomp on 
freedoms guaranteed in the American 
Constitution. Though it’s admittedly 
a new and unwelcome notion for 
Canadians. 


What’s Canada Got to Do with It? 


Daphne Bramham, writing for Canwest 
Global organ, The Vancouver Sun 
relates the case of Canadian university 
professor, Chris Shaw. Shaw is the 
author of the book, ‘Five Ring Circus,’ 
an unflattering look at the history of 
the modern games. Branham relates 

an incident where the professor was 
assailed in a Vancouver cafe by police. 
Days later, she writes, Shaw was 
intercepted and detained by police at 
London’s Heathrow airport. Shaw was 
in London to speak on the topic of 

the games at a conference convened 

in Coventry. London will be the next 
fortunate host after Vancouver of the 
Summer games in 2012. 


According to Bramham, Vancouver city 
councillor, Ellen Woodsworth says she 
knows of more than a dozen citizens 
identified as “anti-Olympics activists” 
tracked down and “contacted” by police 
last month. 


These casual visits paid by police on 
those having committed no crime began 
earlier in the year when undercover 
police questioned citizens expressing 
concerns about the negative effects on 
the city’s poor to city council. It seems 
a tactic better suited to last Olympics 
host, China than Canada. But then, 
when the Olympics blow into town, 
local laws go out the window. 





Says councillor Woodsworth, “I was 
appalled. That was intimidation and a 
real breach of the promised protection 
under the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms.” 


Olympics’ Fascist Past 


by C. L. Cook 


Freedom Schmeedom 


The modern Olympics may have once 
had pure motives, but since Hitler’s 


co-opting of the games in 1936, making 


of it a torchlit paean to Naziism and 
preview of his global designs, the 
games represent nothing more than the 
overriding of nearly three centuries of 
democratic traditions by a gathering of 
international elite. 





The athletes seem little more than 

a trifle, like the bull in the ring, for 
the greater goal of the spectacle. If 
Canadians must be herded into pre- 
approved protest pens, then so be it. 


If the fun and games mean spending 
more than a billion dollars on 
“security” and the making of the city 
an armed camp run by the military and 
police, then so be it. 


A City is Not Enough 


But, it’s not just the city that will enjoy 
the fallen fruits of past presenter Herr 
Hitler. Writing for the staid Globe and 
Mail of Toronto, Caroline Alphonso 
reveals VANOC’s attempts to make 

its own of Canada’s Border Service. 
According to Alphonso, the protectors 
of world sport would have the 
guardians of the 49th parallel inform to 
them any athletes found to be carrying 
banned performance enhancing 
chemicals in the carry-on luggage. 


Alphonso quotes a statement released 
by VANOC’s doping Czar Jeremy 
Luke. Luke puts his organization’s 
demands on Canadian law enforcement 
this way; 


“VANOC is unequivocally opposed 

to doping in sport and is working 
collaboratively with many partners to 
help insure doping-free Games in 2010. 
As a key partner, the Government of 
Canada’s leadership and commitment 
to the issue of doping are critical to 
helping VANOC meet this goal.” 


Well, that’s okay then. Perhaps the 
Canadian government can provide a 
colour guard to serve as referees too? 
Clearly, there aren’t any more pressing 
problems in need of police intercession 
in the country. 


Besides driving the poor from the city 
limits, and making many working poor 
give up their suddenly too expensive 
renovated rentals, and putting the city 
of Vancouver in the poor house, these 
Olympics, as with its at least twenty 
predecessor extravaganzas, promises 
to leave Vancouver with nothing more 
than the sweeping up duties, while 
Canada’s judiciary buries the nation’s 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 


Notes: 


Canadians Shouldn’t Accept Repressive 
Olympic Security 
www.vancouversun.com/sports/Canadians+sho 
uldn+accept+repressive+Olympic+security/17 
68829/story.html 


VANCO Seeks Access to BorderSearches 
www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/ 
vanoc-seeks-access-to-border-searches/ 
article 1210366/ 


Olympic Security Force of 16,500 Prepares 
www.canada.com/news/Olympic+security+for 
ce+prepares/1771129/story.html 


Chris Cook 
offers 
alternative 
views via 
Gorilla Radio, 
Mondays on 
CFUV radio 
(cfuv.uvic.ca), 
and online at 
pacificfreepress. á 
com. 
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As you read this, the 
natural world, our 

source of life that 
sustains us with clean 
air, fresh water, and 
nutritious food, is being 
violently attacked. This 
destruction, which is 
taking place in our name, 
is the result of the greedy 
practice of resource 

) extraction fuelling our 
unsustainable 
industrial 

capitalist system 

of production and 


Book Review 


by Maxim Winther consumption. In 


What We Leave 
|, Behind, Derrick Jensen 
and Aric McBay spell 
out how humans have 
departed from tried 
and true methods of 
sustainable living, to 
rely ever more on a 
destructive system 
leading to inevitable 
collapse. 





Beginning with a discussion of the natural cycles of decay in nature, Jensen and 
McBay present a compelling argument against the idea that mere tinkering around 
the edges will fix a system based on the growth of environmentally destructive 
productive capacities. Citing an example of a truck manufacturing plant equipped 
with a roof-top garden (which generated lots of positive PR!), the authors reveal the 
insufficiency of addressing deep problems with surface solutions. While defending 
actions that make this culture incrementally less destructive, merely tinkering 

will allow “this culture... to grind away at all life until... there is nothing left to 

save anyway.” [Jensen and McBay, What We Leave Behind, Seven Stories Press, 
2009, pg.68] This plant still manufactures trucks, and does nothing to address our 
cultural addiction to fossil fuel emitting vehicles. Not to mention the extraction, 
transportation, and production of the steel, bauxite, and rubber, used to manufacture 
the vehicles. Is it possible for this process to become sustainable, or are we just 
deluding ourselves into believing we can continue these irresponsible habits? “If we 
recognize it for what it is—a superficial cleaning up—then it’s good work to do... 
but to the degree that [this] work masks the inescapable fact that factories, and more 
broadly this way of life, are filthy, destructive, exploitative, and unsustainable —is 
the degree to which this work does more harm than good.” [Jensen and McBay, 
What We Leave Behind, Seven Stories Press, 2009, pg.73] 


Furthermore, the continued production of plastics, for which manufacturers have 
cultivated the illusion of convenience and permanence, has resulted in the creation 
of a floating garbage patch nearly the size of Africa in the Atlantic Ocean. It is one 
of more than six floating garbage heaps which together cover over 40% of all the 
oceans on earth. A culture with the capacity and willingness to create such waste 
needs to re-examine its priorities in order to continue the sustenance of life as we 
know it. This wastefulness is unheard of in any of humanity’s past cultures which 
would be unable to comprehend the 300 billion tons of garbage produced in the U.S. 
every year. Do we really still feel that these quaint conveniences are worth the cost? 


Another issue Jensen and McBay draw the readers’ attention to are the seldom- 
discussed ‘side effects’ of mining. While resource extraction may pay huge 
dividends now, the waste products of mining, which include radioactive waste in the 
earth, heavy metals and chemicals in our bodies, carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 
and mine tailings in the rivers all add up to a planet uninhabitable to life. Not even 
the medical system is spared the authors’ criticism, as wasteful practices designed 
for convenience and efficiency in the short term actually contribute to the long 

term poisoning of the environment, the system our lives all depend on. It becomes 
hard to justify much of the products modern society and technology in the lens of 
environmental degradation, and the sooner we address these concerns the better. 


Faced with the magnitude of these issues, I find myself in a difficult place. What can 
I do about such huge problems with such a seemingly small ability to effect change 
on the scale required to have a significant positive effect on the natural world? We 
must start by acknowledging that small steps, while necessary and admirable, are 
not sufficient for the challenges we face. Locally, we need to build and develop 

life support systems beyond the systemic wastefulness of the modern culture of 
destruction. Small-scale ventures are sprouting up to provide just that, but there is 
still much room to grow. But we also need to do more than that, and find ways to 
hold those exploiting and destroying our communities and ecosystems accountable. 
Unless we take the destruction of the environment personally, we will continue to sit 
back and watch as greedy corporations and developers continue to exploit the earth 
for private gain. The destruction, as Jensen says, needs to stop, or “the carefully 
tended permaculture gardens and groves of lifeboat ecovillages will be nothing 
more than after-dinner snacks for civilization.” [Jensen and McBay, What We Leave 
Behind, Seven Stories Press, 2009, pg. 381] 


It’s time we take a stand by refusing to cooperate with this destructive profit 
driven system and speak out about the atrocities being perpetrated in our names. 
“You have to be ready to take responsibility to defend your community. And when 
your community (by which we mean your landbase, the living Earth, your human 
community, and your own body) is in danger, no, not just in danger but actively 
under attack- that means fighting back.” [Jensen and McBay, What We Leave 
Behind, Seven Stories Press, 2009, pg.382] 


To follow this rabbit-hole deeper, I highly recommend reading through this thick, 
well researched and oftentimes moving book. It is available at your local library or at 
Camas Books & Infoshop on 2590 Quadra St. 
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CALL FOR ARTISTS 


The Victoria Fine Art Festival is looking for artists 

to be included in its inaugural exhibition, Homeless 

Awareness, an exhibition of artwork by people who 
have experienced homelessness. 


STREET MUZINGS archives & more at relativenewz.ca UT 
at || | old 

fad WE iU | House 
on the 
Street 


I wrote this 











This exhibition will be held in Victoria at the York 
Hotel complex from January |5-February 28, 2010. 








The exhibit will serve to educate our community on ; Ton he 
homelessness and provide a venue for these artists to SEI beloved old 
have their work shown in a respectful environment. N BM house on 1016 
[W Richardson 
Deadline for submitting art for consideration is i _ 2s F UEM Street and 
October 15, 2009. =) _ Wed sprinkled a 
Accepted artists will be notified on or around aes i T ad Tg |g little bit of 
October 31. Keg fiction and 
spice to it. It 
was heart 


For more information and how to apply, please visit our 
website at www. VictoriaFineArt Festival.org. 


B channel 
news 


Bchannelnews.tv is a new online 
local video news collective 
looking for videographers, 
on-camera reporters, video 
editors, journalists, columnists, 
web designers/techs, and other 
volunteers to help create anew 
form of online interactive news 
media. 





The goal is to provide 
comprehensive, factual coverage 
of key local issues. 


Online media archives are 
increasingly being used by 
students, scholars, researchers, 
legislators, and others, as a tool 
for research. It’s critical that 
stories get told from as many 
angles as possible. 


B Channel News is looking to 
recruit and support beat reporters 
in Victoria BC. (The craft of 
reporting on an issue or particular 
sector, organization or institution 
over time. Beat reporters build 

up a base of knowledge on and 

gain familiarity with the sector, 
allowing them to provide insight and 
commentary in addition to reporting 
straight facts. -wikipedia) 


The B Channel News Collective 
meets every Sunday at 1pm. 
Email info@bchannelnews.tv for 


meeting location, or call 250-857- 


NEWS 


the dirt pounds back 


between the mallet smash 
and the stone. 
cut edge 


debris blasting off the saw 
whipped up as missiles of sand 


off the masons hammer 
or the chisels tip 
with each 
aggressive stroke. 
i am a spackled reminder 
of the immortality 
of harder 
material. 


j. fisher 


ANARCHAEOLOGY 


Chimpanzees paint pictures 
deliberate marks in time 
grasping for meaning across a gulf 
five million years wide 


Ears tuned to the forest 
pad of lion paw on dirt trail grubs 
chewing inside a tree or termites 
in a hill eyes penetrating 
shady symbol 


What is the scribble so carefully done 
the meaning of spiritual happiness one 
with the natural nature-won colors just so 
monkey see monkey do see do-si-do 
with your little man partner 
so hooked on his strife 
little round square dancing 
death back to back 
with life. 


Jim Erkiletian 
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wrenching seeing the demolition derby smash 
down 11 giant trees that stood in the yard and 
that cozy old structure that had been doing fine 


for 97 years. 


Once the grande dame of the street this “Faded 
Beauty” now grimly awaits its eventual fate 

- execution by means of the wrecking ball. The 
sentence passed by the treacherous neither 
here nor their neighbours and city council. 
Having no regard for the beautiful park-like 
yard which contained the towering majestic 
trees that hugged and sheltered this bohemian 
inhabitance from the outside world. 


The more capitalist nature replacing the 
down-to-earth nature. Guilty of aging not so 
gracefully with its beautiful postcard windows, 
exhibiting a frosty look but still beckoning 

the onlooker. Once formidable balconies and 


crevices sagging but still holding on for dear 
life. 


Still welcoming people from the lower echelons 
of society but still maintaining her dignity and 
propriety. Dilapidated in appearance like her 
final tenants no one loved her enough to restore 
her. The eventual mindless decision to smash 
this coy abode only to replace it with a generic 
glitter palace made with money and malice. 


They call it progress when it is poverty of the 
land. O cruel and capitalistic culture, for you 
are the greedy vulture. Preserve the heritage 
and natural habitat and don’t strive to be the 
insatiable avaricious rat. Who can we have to 
share and love the heritage land and trees so 
grand? 


Gazing back at this once vibrant cozy habitat, I 
could just imagine the secrets and tales within 
the confinement of these walls and halls and 
rooms so grandeur. The hidden secrets and 
past unfolds. What could be told? Of stories 
of passionate and failed romances, of many 
chances and memorable dances. And how this 
cozy abode kept us warm on cold nights and 
kept us cool in the summer. 


And the many inhabitants that dwelled there. 
Of dukes and dandies. Ladies and Lords. 
Delightful decadent damsels and their rascal 
rogues with their strong swift swords. Of 
bombastic crazy old bag ladies and crazy old 
men. And multitudes of adoring cherubic 
babies and children in scores of ten. And loving 
families so true. 


It is a terrible injustice that all these cherished 
memories are forever lost as yet another 
glorious structure bites the dust. Another time 
in another dwelling place, 
be that in heaven or earth, “a 
we Shall see and feel the 
beauty of the Grande Dame, 
they call Roccabella of 
Richardson Street. 


Mark Idczak 
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Work should lift you 
out of poverty, 
not keep you there. 


Relax more deeply 

Become healthier 

Relieve pain 

fF Overcome barriers to personal happiness 
PF Achieve your highest potential 


250.884.9633 


They say that 
time changes 
things, but you 
actually have 
to change them 
yourself. 


Andy Warhol 
(1928 - 1987) 


Kurt Lenfesty 
Clinical Hypnotherapist 
Hot and Cool Stone Massage Therapist 


Certified Foot Reflexologist 
email: Kurt@TotalHypnotherapy.ca 
wow. TotalHypnotherapy.ca 


Fast Effective Enduring Change 


Old Eagle Eyes 
Jewelry and Design 


| oldeagleeyes.com 
André Motuz - Métis Artist and Designer 


SCREEN PRODUCTIONS 


Phone: (250) 220-7983 


E-Mail: oldeagleeyesjewelry2001 @yahoo.com CUSTOM ARTWORK, 


SCREENPRIRTING AND EMBROIDERY 


FOR ALL YOUR RETAIL, 
CORPORATE DESIGN AND SPECIAL 


EVENT REEDS 


Give yourself peace of mind with 


the right coverage for you. 


Tha largest 100% Canadian 
multiproduct insurer 


cfs the co-operators" 


A Geter Ploce For Yous 


Home Auto Ufe investments Group Busness Farm Travel 


tonystrailers.com 
(250) 743-9919 


Victoria Community 
Health 
Co-operative 
Offering integrated multidisciplinary 


health care that’s affordable and 
inclusive . 


Medical Doctors, Integrated 
Energy Workers, Physiotherapists, 


Hypnotherapists, Massage Therapists, 


Homeopathic Doctors .... 


check out the monthly 
Community Wellness Clinics ! 


250-483-5503 
victoriahealthcooperative.ca 


SOME SNZ FRIENDS & SUPPORTERS 


540 David Street 
(250) 330-6300 
info@megascreen.ca 
megascreen.ca 





I2 


Jim Butler and 
Larry Gagnon 
rebuild and 
redistribute 
internet capable 
computers. 
Free indefinite loan 
to low or no 
Income 
people. 


For more info 


Medical Herbalist 
Victoria BC 250-920-8351 
medicalherbalist@yahoo.ca 
askaherbalist.ca 


DAVID BAROFF, RMT 


THERAPY CLINIC & MOBILE OUTREACH 


© 


Tom Burton 
CTA, RPC, MPCP 


(250) 472-2016 
dbaroff.rmt@telus.net 


2331 Pacific Avenue 
Victoria, BC ¥V8R 2V6 


Psychotherapy & Counselling 
Individuals, Couples, Group Therapy 


Victoria & Salt Spring Island 
250 889 5638 / tomburton64@hotmail.com 


Holistic 
Dentistry | 

For the L 
Sensitive P 

Patient 


DK DEANNA GEDIO DDS 


*4.04-649 Fort St. 
250-339-0669 





HEMP & COMPANY 


A retais anal online shop mi rere EN buey lie 
Peal es le seeds, ane d nat Ef odjeareprodits H Wei fe | 
erozji vies Rel tage fa ash emp, mboo, soys a | 
organic coffers. | 


- VICTORIA BC - 1102 GOVERNMENT STREET 
547 LOWER JOHNSON — 422 CRAIGFLOWER : 


www.HempandCompany.com | 


The Street Newz 
Vendor Team 






Do you want to earn money 


A Big Huge 
THANK YOU 


and promote independent media 7! 


Contact John at 336-5363 or visit him at 
his office” near Fort on Douglas Street. 


Debbie 


Yates London Drugs 


Earl 


Quadra Village 


Bernie 
Gorge Fairway 


Doug 
Quadra Village 


to all of you 


Joe 
Ay near Johnson 
and Cook St, Village 


who support us 
in your many 
diverse ways. 





Ken Patricia Richard Rose Shirle 
Douglas @ Yates Govt Street/Esquimalt Fort St. Govt St. James Bay Thritty’s 


WHERE YOUR $$$$$ GOES 


Vendors pay 50 cents for each Street Newz 


May money from the sale of this newspaper 
be used for peace, 
and pass through healing hands. 


(to pay the printer); 
whatever you give them is theirs to keep. 


There's one salaried Coordinator who produces the Newz. 
No overhead, no extraneous expenses. 





= Subscriptions i are fun for you or a friend Ill 

Street Newz Revenue i 
Paper Sales (from previous mth) 670.00 487.50 410.00 Subscription Rates (12 i issues /year): 
Donations 40.00 45.00 97.45 | 
Gifts (incl in-kind) 120.00 100.00 80.00 Electronic Regular Low Income American Int'l 
Subscriptions 35.00 0.00 140.00 , ; , , l 
Bread & Roses Donation to SNZ 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 I *20 *39 *20 *40 50 | 
Total Street Newz Revenue 1865.00 1632.50 1727.45 

| Volume Subscriptions - for your clients/customers/office: | 
Street Newz Expenses 
Salaries 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00. | 9 copies/mth 10 copies/mth 20 copies/mth I 
Paper & Printing Costs 565.95 565.95 565.95 175/vr *300/yr 600/yr 
Office expenses/website 110.00 80.00 0.00 [ 
Postage 63.42 63.21 69.84 | Just a Donation 
Tti Street Newz Expenses 1739.37 1709.16 1635.79 l $10 695 250) 875 $100 200 other 
Street Newz 125.63 -76.66 91.66 
Bread & Roses Revenue | Name: | 
Grants 0.00 0.00 0.00 Address: 
Total Bread & Roses Revenue 0.00 0.00 0.00 ; | 
Bread & Roses Expenses City: 
Bus Tickets (2 for 1) 40.50 40.50 40.50 | Province/State: Postal/Zip: | 
Street Newz Donation 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 . 
Ttl Bread & Roses Expenses 1640.00 1640.00 1640.00 Í Phone/email: l 
Bread & Roses -1640.00 -1640.00 -1640.00 

| Please return to Victoria Street Newz | 

j - l - l -1548.34 i 

Consolidated Ttl (SNZ + B&R) 1514.37 1716.66 548.3 1 027 Pandora Ave, Vic BC, V3V 3P6 Thanks! 
Bread & Roses Bank Balance 6687.50 5566.00 4730.50) Ls ele aes H 


